
FIFTEEN REASONS WHY THE PROPOSED CSKT COMPACT SHOULD BE REJECTED 

Send the Compact Commission back to the drawing board! 
 

Are you concerned about making the right decision on this water issue but don’t have time to wade through 

1,100 pages of the proposed Compact with the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes? Concerned Citizens 

of Western Montana has evaluated the Compact documents and identified fifteen reasons why the proposed 

CSKT Compact should be rejected.   

 

Constitutional and Legal Impacts 

 

 The MT Compact Commission exceeded its negotiating authority and allows off-reservation water claims 

unrelated to the federal reserved water rights of the Flathead Indian Reservation 

 The proposed CSKT Compact violates the Montana Constitution and Law 

 The Federal Reserved Water Rights of the CSKT have NOT been quantified 

 Environmental and Economic Impact Statements have not been conducted 

 The Compact fails to consider future growth in NW Montana 

 

Potentially Significant Economic Impacts 

 

 Diminished water rights will erode agricultural productivity, property values and the tax revenue base  

 The family farm will be negatively impacted due to reduced productivity,   crop choices, and future growth. 

 The Compact will negatively impact Montana’s economy and future development by restricting or making 

uncertain the water supply 

 The Compact  will have significant financial implications for local and State government stability, revenue, 

administration, and governance 

 The Compact will negatively impact the health of the local agriculturally-based economy 

 

Disruption of Existing Water Management & Administration 
 

 The CSKT are claiming an annual volume of water equivalent to 3 Flathead Lakes.  This volume of water is 50 

times more than any Tribe has been awarded in the United States. 

 The Compact focuses on the reallocation of water from irrigation to instream flow without due process or 

evaluation of impacts. 

 The volume of water claimed by the CSKT Compact negatively effects future water availability in Northwestern 

Montana.  Basin closures are likely and future ground water development is compromised 

 A new water administration program is proposed  that removes state water users from the statutory and 

constitutional protection of the State 

 Post-compact litigation is highly likely 
 
 
 
 

For detailed information and references on each of these fifteen points, please visit 
http://westernmtwaterrights.wordpress.com/ 

http://westernmtwaterrights.wordpress.com/

