
 

 

PETITION RELATED TO THE FLATHEAD RESERVATION FEDERAL RESERVED WATER RIGHTS COMPACT 

 WHEREAS, problems with the existing compact including its foundational premises do not provide for a fair 
and equitable settlement of water rights, and are insurmountable hurdles which cannot be resolved within the 
existing compact,  

 WHEREAS, the negotiating parties failed to quantify the amount of water necessary to fulfill the purpose for 
the reservation within the existing compact documents, 

 WHEREAS, components of the proposed Compact involve the unconstitutional taking of property rights 
(water); require the State to relinquish its constitutional duty and statutory authority to manage state water rights 
and resources, and place state citizens under the jurisdiction of a government within which they have no vote or 
representation,   

 WHEREAS, the Compact improperly includes off-reservation water rights to support an off-reservation Treaty 
right to ‘take fish’ when the right to harvest fish does not include a water right, 

 WHEREAS, the existing compact documents have far reaching environmental and economic implications that 
have been largely ignored by the compact commission, 

 WHEREAS, we believe that there are reasonable alternatives to the existing proposed CSKT Compact and that 
a false choice is being presented to Montanans to ‘accept this compact or litigation’, 

 

 THEREFORE, I petition the Montana legislature, the Attorney General and the Governor of the state of 
Montana to: 

1. Support the Alternative Comparative Compact drafted by legislators and Concerned Citizens of Western 
Montana as the starting point for a new, fair and equitable compact. 

2. Investigate the compact commission with respect to their complete and utter failure to protect the 
citizens of Montana in the proposed CSKT Water Compact. 

3. Pass legislation that will:   

 Provide legal and policy sideboards for the compact commission in anticipation of any new federal 
reserved water right compacts 

 Prevents the commission from establishing legal precedent and / or taking any action that attempts 
to circumvent the legislature and courts. 

 Mandate environmental and economic impact studies for all water compacts including this one, 
before they are submitted to the legislature for ratification. 

 Re-evaluate and alter the process through which commission appointments are made   

 

Signed this ____ day of ________________, 2013 

 

Signature       _______________________________________________ 

Print Name   _______________________________________________ 

Address          _______________________________________________    

City                 _______________________________________________ 

 
Return Petition to:  Concerned Citizens of Western Montana, PO Box 194, Ronan MT 59864 
Telephone: 406-626-3353   www.westernmtwaterrights.wordpress.com 

http://www.westernmtwaterrights.wordpress.com/

