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September 3,20L9

Mr. Chris Tweeten, Chair

Montana Reserved Water Rights Compact Commission

1424 Ninth Avenue

Helena, MT 59620-1601

Dear Chairman Tweeten,

This letter is ln reference to the Flathead Water Compact dated February 13, 2013. After review and

study of the documents, and listening to both proponents and opponents of the compact, the Powell

County Commissioners would like to voice our opposition to the current proposed compact.

This decision was not made lightly. We understand the importance of settling the reserved water rights

for the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes. Unfortunately the current proposal does not reflect for
a fair and equitable division of waters, nor is there enough information provided by the Compact

Commission concerning the amount of the federal reserved water right so we can determine the

adverse effects of this compact on Powell County and to western Montana.

The commission is in support of efforts to secure a dramatically different compact that adheres to the

following principles:

The commission stays on the reservation and restricts the compact to quantify and include only

the federal reserved water rights of the CSKT for the Flathead lndian Reservation

Private land ownership and appurtenant water rights must be respected and maintained

The state of Montana must retain jurisdiction and control over the administration of all state

based water rights, including those on the reservation

Financial contributions from the state should address the needs of all citizens.
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. The state should make no contribut¡on wíth respect to the federal irrigation project on the

reservation as it is a federal responsibility.

o The compact must include studies showing economic, environmental and property value

impacts

o The compact must be a fair and equitable agreement for all Montana citizens

Sincerely,

WîtL
DONNA YOUNG,

Governor Steve Bullock

Senator Dave Lewis

Senator Rick Ripley

Senator Gene Vuckovich

Representative Christy Clark

Representative Gordon Pierson

Representative Míke Miller

NlX, JR., Presiding Officer


