
 

 

 

 

 

 

June 26, 2014 

Mr. Ron. Trahan 
Chairman, Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes 
P.O. Box 278 
Pablo, MT 59855 
 
Dear Chairman Trahan, 

 
Please find enclosed a proposed outline for negotiations concerning water use on the Flathead Indian 
Irrigation Project (FIIP).  Pursuant to your previous correspondence with Governor Bullock, this limited 
reopening of negotiations will address issues pertaining to the allocation of FIIP irrigation rights and 
fisheries instream flows affecting the project and will involve the Tribes, the State of Montana, and the 
United States as negotiating parties.  The Governor and Commission remain committed to all other 
provisions of the proposed Compact and Unitary Management Ordinance as they were negotiated.  
Those documents required the good faith efforts of all parties to achieve an equitable balancing of the 
Tribes’ substantial water rights claims with protections for existing water users. 
 
The enclosed proposal reflects the State’s newly assumed role as a negotiating party concerning the FIIP 
rights.  The Commission remains committed to representing the interests of state-based water users in 
negotiations, but has a fundamentally different scope of authority than does the Flathead Joint Board of 
Control.  For this reason the proposal represents a more general approach than that taken when the 
FJBC was a party to negotiations.  The Commission is of the opinion that this approach is more 
consistent with its authority and its prior tribal settlements than the highly specific operational plan 
contained in the Water Use Agreement.  The Commission hopes that the Tribes, Irrigation Districts, and 
Bureau of Indian Affairs will resume productive discussions concerning project operations. 
 
The Commission recognizes and appreciates the substantial technical work completed by the Tribes that 
formed the basis for the allocations of water stipulated in the Water Use Agreement.  The Commission is 
confident that much of this work is highly relevant to the approach outlined in the proposal and that it 
will be fundamental to any settlement ultimately agreed to by the parties.  Because the Commission was 
not a party to the initial negotiation, however, it respectfully requests the opportunity to complete and 
submit to the Tribes a more thorough review of the FIIP allocations negotiated between the Tribes, the 
United States, and the FJBC.  We anticipate that this review and any resulting analyses or 
recommendations will be distributed by July 1. 
 
Finally, please understand that this proposal represents the State’s suggested framework for 
negotiations.  The State is but one party to these discussions and welcomes any suggested amendments 
or counter-proposals from the Tribes and United States.  We look forward to a productive and 



meaningful discussion.  With the short time available to for resolution of these issues prior to the 2015 
legislative session in mind, the Commission proposes an initial negotiation session during the first week 
of July, with a goal of completing negotiations by September 15, 2014. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Chris D. Tweeten 
Chairman, Montana Reserved Water Rights Compact Commission  
 
C: Rhonda Swaney, Duane Mecham, Ed Sheets 
 
 


