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BLACKFEET, FLATHEAD, AND FORT PECK IRRIGATION
PROJECTS.

"LETTER

FROM

THE ACTING SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY,

TRANSMITTING

COPY OF A COMMUNICATION OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTE-
RIOR SUBMITTING SUPPLEMENTAL ESTIMATES OF APPROPRIA-
TION FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 1916 FOR CONTINUING THE CON-
STRUCTION OF THE BLACKFEET, FLATHEAD, AND FORT PECK
IRRIGATION PROJECTS IN MONTANA, AND FOR THE SECOND
INSTALLMENT ON ACCOUNT OF THE STORAGE WATER RIGHT
PROVIDED IN.THE INDIAN APPROPRIATION ACT APPROVED
AUGUST 1, 1914 (38 STAT., P. 605), FOR THE IRRIGATION OF
INDIAN ALLOTMENTS AND THE YAKIMA INDIAN RESERVATION
IN THE STATE OF WASHINGTON.

JANUARY 11, 1915.—Referred to the Committees on Appropriations and Indian
Affairs and ordered to be printed.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, January 8, 1915.
The SPEAKER oF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration
of Congress, copy of a communication of the Secretary of the Interior,
of the 7th instant, submitting supplemental estimates of appropria-

_ tion for the service of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1916, aggregating
$1,275,187.93 for continuing the construction of the Blackfeet,
Flathead, and Fort Peck irrigation rojects in Montana, and for the
second installment on account of the storage water right provided
in the Indian appropriation act approved August 1, 1914 (38 Stat.,

. 605), for the 1rrigation of Indian allotments on the Yakima Indian

eservation in the State of Washington, in compliance with section
5 of the act of March 3, 1901 (31 Stat., p- 1009), for incorporation in
the sundry civil and Indian appropriation bills, respectively.
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The reasons for the submission of the above estimates at this time
are explained in the notes accompanying the same.
Respectfully, :
B. R. NewToN, Acting Secretary.

JANUARY 7, 1915.

DEeAR MR. SECRETARY: I transmit herewith a supplemental esti-
mate of appropriation for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1916, aggre-
gating $1,275,187.93, for continuing the construction of the Blackfeet,
Flathead, and Fort Peck irrigation projects in Montana, and for the
second installment on account of the storage water right provided
in the Indian appropriation act of August 1, 1914 (Public, 160), for
the irrigation 0? Indian allotments on the Yakima Indian Reserva-
tion in the State of Washington, in compliance with section 5 of the
act of March 3, 1901 (31 Stat. L., 1009).

The estimate for the work.on the Montana projects should therefore
be incorporated in the sundry civil appropriation bill for the ensuing
fiscal year. The installment on account of the Yakima water supply
is to be covered into the reclamation fund, and should be included
in the Indian appropriation bill.

The emergency character of these estimates is explained in notes
appended to the estimates.

he estimates have been submitted to the President and have
received his approval. It is recommended that they be transmitted
to Congress for favorable consideration.
Cordially, yours, -
FrankLIN K. LANE.

The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

Estimates of apgropr'ixuions required for the service of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1916,
y the Department of the Interior, O ffice of Indian Affairs.

Estimated
amount Amount

i i1 | Total amount| a i-
which will PPIopri
be required| 10 Pe appro- | - ated ?or

. & : priated under| the current
Detailed objects of expenditures, and explanations foreach | cach head of | fiscal year,

object of | 8Ppropria- | endin
5 tion. June
i i i

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR.
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

To equalize the cost of the irrigation systems for the irrigation of al-
lotted lands and surplus unallotted lands on the Blackfeet, Flat-
head, and Fort Peck Indian Reservations in Montana, to provide
Jor the completion of the same, and for the reimbursement to the
United States of all public funds heretofore or hereafter expended
therefor, and for other purposes—

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au-
thorized and directed to announce, at such time as in his
opinion seems proper, the charge for construction of irriga-
tion systems on the Blackfeet, Flathead, and Fort Peck
Indian Reservations in Montana, which shall be made
against each acre of land irrigable by the systems on each of
said reservations. Such charges shall be assessed against
the land irrigable by the systems on each said reservation
in the proportion of the total construction cost which each
acre of such land bears to the whole area of irrigable land
thereunder.
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Estimates of appropriations required for the service of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1916,
by the Department of the Interior, O ffice of Indian A ffairs—Continued

Estimated
amount
which will

Amount
Total amount, appropri-
to be appro- | ated for

; be required ;in o4 uinder| th nt
Detailed objects of expenditures, and explanations. (fil;l' tgﬁg}& | ‘éf,'& he::i.l 0?[‘ ﬁ:cacil;r:ar
object of appropria- ending
expendi- tion. June 30,
e 1915.

On the 1st day of December after the announcement by the
Secretary of the Interior of the construction charge, the
allottee, entryman, purchaser, or owner of such irrigable
land which might have been furnished water for irrigation
during the whole of the preceding irrigation season, from
ditches actually constructed, shall pay to the superintendent
of the reservation where the land is located, for deposit to
the credit of the United States as a reimbursement of the ap-

ropriations made or to be made for construction of said
E-rigation systems, 5 per cent of the construction charge
fixed for his land, as an initial installment, and shall pay
the balance of the charge in 15 annual installments, the first
five of which shall each be 5 per cent of the construction
charge and the remainder shall each be 7 per cent of the con-
struction charge. The first of the annual installments shall
become due and payable on December 1 of the fifth calendar
fear after the initial installment: Provided, That any al-
ottee, entryman, purchaser, or owner may, if he so elects,
pay tha whole or any part of the construction charges within
any shorter period: Provided further, That the Secretary of
the Interior may, in his discretion, grant such extension of
the time for payments herein required from Indian allottees
or their heirs as he may determine proper and necessary, so
long as such land remains in Indian title.

That the tribal funds heretofore covered into the Treasury of
the United States in partial reimbursement of appropri-
tions made for constructing irrigation systems on said reser-
vations shall be placed to the credit of the tribe and be avail-
able for such expenditure for the benefit of the tribe as may
be made under existing law.

And there is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the
Treasury of tha United States not otherwise appropriated,
the sum of $525,187.93 for this fpm-pose, $4,544.40 thereof to
be credited to the Indians of the Blackfeet Reservation,
$440,217.78 thereof to be credited to the Indians of the Flat-
head Reservation, and the balance, $80,425.75, to be credited
to the Indians of the Fort Peck Reservation, the same being
the amounts heretofore covered into the Treasury on this
account. The cost of constructing irrigation systems tol|! $4,544. 40 |.
irrigate the allotted lands of the Indians on these reserva-((1440,217. 78
tions shall be reimbursed to the United States as hereinbe-|| 180,425.75 |.
fore Provided, and no further reimbursements from the
tribal funds shall be made on account of said irrigation
works, except that all charges against Indian allottees or their
heirs herein authorized, unless otherwisa paid, may be paid
from the individual shares in the tribal funds, when the
same is available for distribution, in the discretion of the
Secretary of the Interior. ...................................

That the sum of $50,000 be,and the same is hereby, appropri-
ated out of any money not otherwise appropriated for con-
tinuing construction of the irrigation systems on the Black-
feet Indian Reservation in Montana, which shall be imme-
diately available and remain available until expended:
Provided, That the entryman upon the surplus unallotted
lands to be irrigated by such systems shall, in addition to
compliance with the homestead laws, before receiving patent
for the lands covered by his entry, pay the charges appor-
tioned against such tract as herein authorized, and a failure

e any two payments when due shall render the entry
subject to cancellation, with the forfeiture to the United
States of all rights acquired under the provisions of this act,
as well as of any moneys paid on account thereof The pur-
chaser of any Indian allotment to be irrigated by such sys-
tems, purchased upon approval of the Secretary of the
Interior, before the charges against said allotment herein
authorized shall have been paid, shall pay all charges remain-
ing unpaid at the time of such purchase, and in all patents
or deetfs for such purchased allotments and also in all patents
in fee to allottees or their heirs issued before payment of all
such charges herein authorized to he made against their
allotments, there shall be exgn:jssed that there is reserved
upon the lands therein described a lien for such charges. and

1 New.
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Estimates of appropriations required for the service of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1916
by the Department of the Inierior, Office of Indian A fiairs—Continued. :

Estimated Amount
?l‘?“}’l‘m'm Total amount| appropri-
& ;gq:“e 4| tobe apprdo- l?t:ed or
Detailed objects of expenditures, and explanations. é%rtaeﬁgg ggcaﬁe :?;3 oelr tﬂ;&l e;t
objectof | SPRIORrIa- | o0
expanily " 1915, '

such lien may be enforced, or, e%pon payment of the delin-
quent charges, may be released by the Secretary of the
Interior (acts Mar. 1, 1907, vol. 34, p. 1035: Apr. 4, 1910, vol.
36, p. 277; Mar. 3, 1911, vol. 36, p. 1066; Aug. 24, 1912, vol. 37,
p- 5.?26; June 30, 1913, vol. 38, p. 90; Aug. 1, 1914, vol. 38,
R M Rl Sl By ot gl M o, A 05 S0
Tgat the sum of $500,000 be, and the same is hereby, appro-
priated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise
appropriated, for continuing construction of the irrigation
systems on the Flathead Indian Reservation in Montana,
which shall be immediately available and remain available
until expended: Provided, That the payments for the pro-
portionate cost of the construction of said systems required
of settlers on‘the surplus unallotted land by section 9, chap-
ter 1495, Statutes of the United States of America, entitled
“An act for the survey and allotment of lands now embraced
within the limits of the Flathead Indian Reservation in the
State of Montana, and the sale and disposal of all surplus
lands after allotment,”” as amended by section 15 of the act
of May 29, 1908 (35 Stat. L., 448), shall be made as herein pro-
vided: Provided further, That nothing contained in the act
of May 29, 1908 (35 Stat. L. 444), shall be construed to ex-
em%t the purchaser of any Indian allotment Purchased prior
to the expiration of the trust period thereon from any charge
for construction of the irrigation system incurred up to the
time of such purchase, except such charges as shall have ac-
crued and become due in accordance with the public notices
herein provided for. or to relieve the owners of all land al-
lotted to Indians in severalty from payment of the charges
herein required to be made against said land on account of
construetion of the irrigation systems; and in carrying out
the provisions of said section the exemption therein author-
ized from charges incurred against allotments purchased
prior to the expiration of the trust period thereon shall be
the amount of the charges or installments thereof due under
public notice herein provided for up to the time of such pur-
chase (acts Apr. 23, 1904, vol. 33, p. 305; Apr. 30, 1908, vol.
35, p. 83; May 29, 1908, vol. 35, p. 450; Mar. 3, 1909, vol. 35,
.'795; Apr. 4, 1910, vol. 36, p. 277; Mar. 3, 1911, vol. 36, p.
066; Aug. 24, 1912, vol. 37, p. 526; June 30, 1913, vol. 38, p.
90; Aug. 1, 1914, vol. 38, p. 593) .. ........ g AR e B 500, 000:000 1o 12 d s 2t 200, 000. 00
That the sum of $100,000 be, and the same is hereby, appro-
priated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise
appropriated, for continuing construction of the irrigation
systems on the Fort Peck Indian Reservation in Montana,
which shall be immediately available and remain available
untilexpended: Provided, That the proportionate cost of the
construction of said systems required of settlers and entry-
men on the surplus unallotted irrigable land by section 2 of
the act of May 30, 1908 (35 Stat. L., 558), shall be paid as
herein provided: Provided further, That nothing contained
in said act of May 30, 1908, shall be construed to exempt the
purchaser of any Indian allotment purchased prior to the
expiration of the trust period thereon from any charge for
construction of the irrigation system incurred up to the time
of such purchase, except such charges as shall have accrued
and become due in accordance with the public notices herein
gle'ovided for, and the purchaser of an; dian allotment to
irrigated f)y said systems purchased upon approval of the
Secretary of the Interior before the charges against said al-
lotment herein authorized shall have been paid shall pay
all charges remaining unpaid at the time of such purchase,
and in all patents or deeds for such purchased allotments,
and also in all patents in fee to allottees or their heirs issu

before payment shall have been made of all such charges
herein authorized to be made against their allotments, there
shall be expressed that there is reserved upon the lands
therein described a lien for such charges, and such lien may
beenforced, or upon anment of the delinquent charges may
be released by the Secretary of the Interior (acts May 30,
1908, vol. 35, p. 558; Aug. 24, 1912, vol. 37, p. 526; June 30,
1913, vol. 38, p. 90; Aug. 1, 1914, vol. 38, P. 593) . ccuuun..... 100,000.00 |....
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Estimates of apgropnlatiom required for the service of the ﬁscalﬁyear ending June 80, 1916,

by the Department of the Interior, Office of Indian A ffairs—Continued.

Estimated
amount Amount

: Total amount| appropri-
&h;ghuvfri& to be appro- | ated for
i gach priated under| the current
detailed | €ach head of | fiscal (ear
object of appropria- ending
expendi- tion. June 30,
ture. 1915

Detailed objects of expenditures, and explanations.

That in addition to the construction charges every allottee,
entryman, purchaser, or ownershall pay to the superintend-
ent of the reservation a maintenance and operation charge
based upon the total cost of maintenance and operation of

the systems on the several reservations, and the Secretary of

the I’;wrior is hereby authorized to fix such maintenance
and operation charge upon such basis as shall be equitable
to the owners of the irrigable land. Such charges when
collected shall be available for expenditure in the mainte-
nance and operation of the systems on the reservation where
collected: Provided, That delivery of water to any tract of
land may be refused on account of nonpayment of any
charges herein authorized, and the same may, in the discre-
tion of the Secretary of the Interior, be collected by asuit for
money owed: Provided further, That the rights of the United

States to water for Indian lands shall be continued in full

force and effect until the Indian title to such land is extin-

ished.

Tl%:t the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, author-
ized to prescribe such rules and regulations and issue such
notices as may be necessary to carry into effect the provis-
jons of this act, and he is hereby authorized and directed to
determine the area of land on each reservation which may
be irrigated from constructed ditches and to determine what
allowance, if any, shall be made for ditches constructed by
individuals for the diversion and distribution of a partial or
total water supply for allotted or surplus unallotted land:
Provided, That if water be available prior to the announce-
ment of the charge herein authorized, the Secretary of the
Interior may furnish water to land under the systems on
the said reservations, making a reasonable charge therefor,
and such charges when collected may be used for construe-
tion or maintenance of the systems through which such
water shall have been furnished.

The work to be done with the amouts herein appropriated for
the completion of these projects may be done by the Rec-
lamation Service, on plans and estimates furnished by
that service and approved by the Commissioner of Indian .

airs.
All laws and parts of laws in conflict herewith are hereby
repe

oTE.~It was found impracticable within the short
period after theact of Aug. 1,1914,to complete the necessary
field examination, report, and preparation of estimates
based thereon; therefore this estimate could not be sub-
mitted on Oct. 15, 1914.

There is an imperative public necessity for the submission
of the estimate at this session of Congress. The irrigation
projects are in a partially completed condition and great
waste will ensue if funds be not provided to continue the
work. A great many Indians and white citizens depend
upon the early comf)letion of these projects for their onl
means of making a living from their land and saving their
property and their investments in improvements. The
Government has now an organization assembled in charge
of the work and its ultimate cost will be greatly enlarged
unless continuous progress is maintained toward com-
pletion at as early a date as possible.

To ly the second installment of the cost of a water supply for irrigation
9 ah{%gl lands on the Yakima Indian Reservation in the State of
shington—

For the second installment of $635,000 to pay for water supply
for irrigation of 40 acres of each Indian allotment on the
Yakima Indian Reservation irrigation system, in the State
of Washington, provided by the act of Aug. 1,1914 (Public,
160), $100,000, to be covered into the reclamation fund
(act Aug. 1, 1914, vol. 38,p. 605, 86C. 1) . .o ............_. $100,000.00 |.............. $100, 000. 00

$1,275,187. 93

Nore.—It was understood in_the Indian Office that the e
estimates for ap]?ro%riations under this provision were to be
prepared by the Reclamation Service, inasmuch as the
Pproposed legislation to provide a water supply for the entire
project, 120,000 acres, jointly recommended by the two
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Estimates of appropriations required for the service of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1916
by the Department of the Interior, Office of Indian A ﬂyaira——Continued. i

Estimated

Amount
which win | Total appr
be required t.ob:)o appro- : lt]:tod or
Detailed objects of expenditures, and explanations. g;rm oﬁ g’mme:g({;r ﬁsz.ﬁu"::‘
object of appropria- ond%s
= di- tion. June 30,
;i s,

bureaus, had beenrejected by Congress, and anentirely new
})rgposim'on to provide a supply sufficient only to satisfy the

ndians’ suppressed rights in the low-water flow was carried
by the Indian appropriation act of Aug. 1, 1914 (Public, 160),
thus apparently providing for the appropriations without
the necessity o? urther action on the part of the Indian
Office. It was the understanding in the Reclamation
Service that as the proposed legislation agreed upon, but
which did not meet favor in Congress, contemplated annual
appropriations in the Indian bill,and as the first installment
was included in the Indian bill, estimates for subsequent
installments would be prepared by the Indian Office. On
account of these conditions, this estimate was not submitted
on Oct. 15, 1914.

There is an imperative public necessity for the appro-
priation, in order that the amounts be paid to the reclama-
tion fund as early as possible, as req d b{ law, and in
carrying out the full terms of the settlement of the matter as
provided in the act of Aug. 1, 1914 (Publie, 160).

©)



