
On Wed, Jan 28, 2015 at 8:53 PM, Chas Vincent <cvvincent@hotmail.com> wrote: 

 

Larry, et all: 

 

I and the Lincoln County delegation have been actively working on the CSKT issue for the better 

part of three years now with current and past Commissioners, as well as other interested citizens. 

 

Much of the negotiated agreement for Lincoln County was aided considerably by Steve Curtiss 

of Glenn Lake Irrigation Project, as well as several other very dedicated individuals from the 

North end of the county. The end result we settled on at the end of 2012 ensured that there is 

absolutely NO impact to a single water right holder, public or private in this compact. Even 

having had that achieved before we convened last session, the Lincoln County delegation did all 

it could to derail the previous compact believing that it needed more time to be evaluated, and 

with key help from other legislators in the House--we were successful. And we were right to 

have done so. 

 

Since then, and over the past 16 months, I chaired the Water Policy Interim Committee and its 

analysis of the CSKT, which made recommendations to the Compact Commission for changes to 

the previous compact. Besides working in that legislative capacity, I have also dedicated 

hundreds of hours to personally studying and educating myself on the incredibly complex policy 

decision before us in preparation for this legislative session. 

 

After reviewing all of the revisions that have been incorporated into this latest CSKT compact, 

many of them led and driven by our Lincoln County delegation, I am not only going to support 

the compact--I am going to sponsor it. 

 

The revised compact is a fair settlement. Over the next several weeks I will be making the case 

for why this is so, and will provide anyone that is interested with as much information as they 

could ever imagine to evaluate my policy position.  

 

I can't speak for the other two members of our delegation, their vote on this policy decision is 

their own to make. What I can tell you is that I firmly believe that this compact is as good of an 

agreement as Lincoln County could ever expect, and I will be pouring every ounce of my 

legislative time and effort that I can muster to get this compact ratified.  

 

All that I ask from you all is that you take the time to sit down and read the materials I will be 

providing and ask yourself why a senator such as myself, with a long and proven record of 

conservative policy positions, would be willing to stand up and lead on such a controversial and 

far reaching issue such as this.  

 

If you do take the time, and you do the risk analysis correctly, you will understand why. 

 

I will circle back soon. 

 

cv   
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